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SMALL BUSINESS SECTOR 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (North Metropolitan) [10.12 pm]: A few weeks ago, I made a statement about small 
business, more particularly medium-sized and micro-sized small businesses. I want to continue on that theme today 
and continue talking about this government’s initiatives to support small business people in Western Australia. 
During my last contribution, I said I was going to talk about a number of specific initiatives, but I was not able to 
complete my speech during my last statement, so I want to just run through a few more policies that this government 
has had in 2021. 
The Minister for Emergency Services; Racing and Gaming; Small Business; Volunteering, Hon Reece Whitby 
released a media statement on 19 July 2021 about the applications for the latest round of lockdown grants opening. 
The statement said — 

• Small businesses now able to apply for $3,000 lockdown grants 
• One-off grants will provide targeted assistance to businesses impacted by the June lockdown and 

subsequent restrictions 
• Hospitality, catering, fitness, hair and beauty, and creative and performing arts sectors to benefit 

That was for the lockdown between 29 June and 2 July and the associated restriction period between 3 and 6 July. 
Obviously, many small businesses in retail were affected during that period, and the government committed more 
money and support. In that same statement, it was stated that 15 400 small businesses would benefit in the Perth 
and Peel region and 2 300 small businesses would benefit in country WA. 
The next day, the government put out a media statement about the new rounds of the local capability fund, which 
was around $2 million for that initiative at that time. The press release stated — 

Grants can be used to cover expenses such as meeting essential pre-qualification requirements for 
supply-chain entry, or buying and upgrading essential equipment. 

The new rounds being announced were for Aboriginal business, supplying key major projects, and national and 
international standards compliance. The Minister for Health; Medical Research; State Development, Jobs and Trade; 
Science, Hon Roger Cook, and a minister in this house, the Minister for Mental Health; Aboriginal Affairs; Industrial 
Relations, Hon Stephen Dawson, stated — 

To date there has been a total of $17.33 million provided to 551 applicants, helping to secure more than 
$569 million in new contracts and create 1,032 jobs and 170 apprenticeships. 

Earlier tonight, Hon Dr Brad Pettitt talked about jobs. I like to talk about jobs. I especially like to talk about small 
business jobs, which are very important to this state to not only create more economic activity, but also provide 
a decent life for Western Australians. 
There are two further press releases that I want to quickly touch on, both of which were released in the last month. 
One was released on 26 October and was titled “Cyclone-impacted small businesses in WA get help to rebuild”. The 
press release stated that small businesses can now access grants up to $25 000 to help with clean-up and reinstatement 
costs to resume operations. Another press release from 2 November was titled “Small business and local government 
initiative celebrates milestone” and referred to the significant milestone that 51 local governments have now signed 
up to the Small Business Friendly Local Governments initiative. 
I want to use the remaining time today to talk about the government’s achievement. This government has been putting 
out not only policies to support medium, small and micro–sized businesses, but also measures to protect these very 
important businesses. The Small Business Development Corporation put out a news release four days ago on the 
protections for subbies and the legislation that we passed a few weeks ago. In that article, the Small Business 
Commissioner, David Eaton, stated that new laws will be put in place in WA to help vulnerable subbies and tradies 
in the construction industries from the illegal action of others. As our largest small business industry sector, making 
changes that offer better security to these businesses will protect livelihoods. Further, that same article stated — 

If you are a subcontractor working in construction who has experienced systemic late payments, you can 
make a confidential report to the SBDC … 

These are real measures that this government put up to support this sector. As a matter of fact, this government is 
a government for small business. I say that because prior to the 2017 election, the McGowan Labor team published 
WA Labor plan for jobs—a 130-page document that outlined the policies that the McGowan Labor government would 
put in place after it was elected. It included a chapter on small business, titled “Supporting small business” and 
included a number of policies. I want to quote a few. One of them relates to government contracts and states — 
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A McGowan Labor Government will enact legislation to create the Western Australian Industry Participation 
Plan Act to create the opportunities for local SMEs to compete for government contracts while still achieving 
value for money. 

One of the first acts of this government after the 2017 election was to enact the Western Australian Jobs Act. The 
act became the legislative foundation for the Western Australian industry participation strategy. 
Further, the government also put in place the Aboriginal procurement policy. The WA Labor plan for jobs states — 

A McGowan Labor Government is committed to supporting Aboriginal owned businesses to develop and 
expand job opportunities in Aboriginal communities. 

That document set out a target, stating that three per cent of overall contracts would go to Aboriginal-owned 
corporations. As a matter of fact, the government’s website uplifted that target and set a policy target of 3.5 per cent 
for 2022–23 and four per cent for the financial year after that. 
I will speak at another opportunity on the wonderful initiatives of this government. 
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